
 
 

1 
 

 

 

 

Green Spaces Fund 

Evaluation Report 

September 2024 

 

  



 
 

2 
 

Table of Contents 

Introduction ................................................................................................................ 3 

Overview of the Green Spaces Fund ......................................................................... 5 

What have projects delivered to date? ....................................................................... 7 

How have projects delivered against the aims of the Fund? ...................................... 9 

How has the Fund been delivered? .......................................................................... 15 

How have community groups been supported? ....................................................... 19 

Next steps ................................................................................................................ 23 

Case study: The GROWE Project by Northern Lily .................................................. 24 

Testimonials ............................................................................................................. 28 

  



 
 

3 
 

Introduction 

What is this report? 

This is an overview of the outputs and delivery of the Greater Manchester Green 

Spaces Fund as of September 2024, at the end of the conclusion of Round 2 of 

projects supported by the Fund. The Green Spaces Fund was launched in summer 

2022 following a commitment in the Mayor’s manifesto to: 

  

The Greater Manchester Combined Authority invested £2.6m into the Fund, which 

includes funding for the delivery of projects, management and administration of the 

Fund by the Greater Manchester Environment Fund and support for communities 

provided by a team of Green Spaces Fund Advisors. This investment has covered 

four rounds of funding since 2022, with successful applicants at various stages in the 

delivery of their projects. At the time of publication, a 5th round has been open for 

applications, with successful projects due to be awarded shortly.   

 

 Figure 1. Project timelines for all 5 Rounds of the Green Spaces Fund 

12/2022 06/2023 12/2023 06/2024 12/2024 06/2025 12/2025

Round 1

Round 2

Round 3

Round 4

Round 5

Project Timelines

“Create a new Green Spaces Fund to give small grants to communities to clean 

up and improve pocket parks and local green spaces or create new ones where 

they are needed.” 
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How is this report compiled? 

This report has been informed by the end of project details submitted by the 

successful applicants of Round 1 and Round 2 of the Fund - most of whom have 

completed their projects and also project proposals from the successful applicants 

from Rounds 3 to 4 (who are still delivering their projects). It is also informed by an 

assessment of the management of the Fund and of the impact of the Green Spaces 

Fund Advisors.  

Who has complied this report? 

The Greater Manchester Combined Authority and the Greater Manchester 

Environment Fund, in collaboration with the partner organisations hosting Green 

Spaces Fund Advisors.  

How will this report be used? 

This report is designed to provide information about delivery of the Green Spaces 

Fund projects to date.  

 

Station South, Levenshulme. Copyright: Station South.  
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Overview of the Green Spaces Fund 

Types of projects supported 

The Green Spaces Fund was established to support community-led projects that 

increase the amount and quality of accessible, nature-rich green space across 

Greater Manchester, particularly in the areas where people need it most.  

Community groups across Greater Manchester have been able to apply to the Fund 

to create or enhance green space in their area. The type of projects supported vary 

and include new pocket parks, improving unloved or neglected spaces and creating 

community food growing areas. Projects also vary in scale – two sizes of grants have 

been available depending on the size of the project proposed, with small grants from 

£2,000 up to £15,000 and large grants from £15,001 to £40,000.  

Funding and support provided 

The total amount of funding from the GMCA directly awarded to 86 projects is £1.9 

million. This has been split across 4 rounds, with £400,000 for Round 1, £800,000 for 

Round 2, £400,000 for Round 3 and £300,000 for Round 4. Additional funding of 

£700,000 was deployed across these rounds to provide direct support to community 

groups to develop their applications and deliver their projects, as well as enabling 

management of the Fund. 

 

The Greater Manchester Environment Fund  

The Greater Manchester Environment Fund was created in partnership with 

The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside, and the 

Greater Manchester Combined Authority to bring together communities and 

funding bodies keen to channel their resources into addressing environmental 

problems. It manages and administers the Fund, as it also does for the 

Recycle for Greater Manchester Community Fund. 
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Aims of the Fund 

The Fund was established with 3 main aims to deliver its vision. Applicants to the 

fund have needed to address and demonstrate how they meet these to be awarded 

funding. 

 

The Green Spaces Fund Advisors  

A partnership of 5 organisations, led by Groundwork Greater Manchester, was 

created to support and enhance the delivery of the Fund, with each 

represented by a Green Spaces Fund Advisor. The Advisors work in 

partnership and empower community groups to take positive and meaningful 

action for nature, ensuring activity reflects the needs of the wider community 

and is inclusive. They directly engage and support community groups where 

the Fund is needed the most, from project conception through to application 

and project delivery guidance and support. 

 

 

       

 

Aim 1 – Benefitting communities with a lack of quality greenspace 

• Reach communities where there is poor access to quality green 

spaces. 

• Tackle inequalities including health and wellbeing. 

• Enable people to have contact with nature. 
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What have projects delivered to date?  

Round 1 and 2 Projects 

Category Round 1 Round 2 

Number of applications submitted 70 76 

Number of groups supported to apply 

by Green Space Fund Advisers 

31 

 

60 

Total funding sought by applicants £1,200,000 £1,054,400 

Total funding allocated £400,000 £800,000 

Number of successful applicants 21 31 

Number of projects completed 19 21 

Number of projects with extensions 

ongoing 

2 10 

Proposed additional donations and 

grants secured 

£260,265 £259,048 

 

Aim 2 – Tackling our climate and biodiversity emergency 

• Improve Greater Manchester’s green and blue spaces. 

• Tackle climate and biodiversity emergencies. 

• Have a priority fit with Greater Manchester’s priorities for nature 

recovery and wider environmental ambitions.       

 

Aim 3 – Encourage and Empower communities to take positive action for 

nature   

• Opportunities for training & skills through volunteering. 

• Empower community groups to take actions in their local area. 
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Delivery by completed Round 1 and 2 projects to date 

What the 19 completed Round 1 and 23 completed Round 2 projects have delivered 

compared to what they proposed in their applications is set out below:  

 

It is possible to monetise some of these benefits. The completed projects in Round 1 

and Round 2 have also provided wider benefits to their communities. For example, 

the trees planted provide £49,500 worth of carbon sequestration and £237,500 worth 

of air quality benefits. The local communities will also gain other wider benefits such 

as recreation, amenity, and physical and mental health but these are more difficult to 

explicitly monetise for the Green Spaces Fund interventions. 

Delivery by Round 3 to 5 projects 

As community groups funded in Rounds 3 to 5 (and those 10 projects from Round 1 

and 2 granted short extensions) complete their projects, the assessment above will 

be repeated to set out what those projects have delivered in the communities in 

which they are located.  

  

Green space improved: 

Proposed  294,277m2 

Delivered  374,114m2 

People trained or volunteer: 

Proposed  5,593 

Delivered  7,784 

Green space created: 

Proposed  26,396m2 

Delivered  28,243m2 

Tress planted: 

Proposed  1,748 

Delivered  4,095 
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How have projects delivered against 

the aims of the Fund?  

Overview 

As well as understanding what has been delivered by projects supported by the 

Fund, how these have been supported in achieving the aims of the fund is also an 

important assessment.    

Aim 1: Benefitting communities with a lack of quality 

greenspace 

Overview 

In achieving this aim, the Fund seeks to: 

• Tackle inequalities including health and wellbeing. 

• Reach communities where there is poor access to quality green spaces. 

In addition, a spread of projects across Greater Manchester’s Local Authorities has 

been sought, including through the work of the Green Spaces Fund Advisors. 

Its impact in these areas can be looked at by assessing the location of each project 

against the following: 

• The Index of Multiple Deprivation, which is a measure of relative deprivation 

and inequalities at a small local area level based on economic, social and 

environmental factors. Areas are ranked from 1 to 10, with areas in 1 being in 

the 10% most deprived, 2 in the 10-20% most deprived, and so on. 

• The Accessible Natural Green Space Standard, which is a measure of the 

current level of access to green space in an area, and green cover in the local 

area. 

• The spread of projects across the 10 Local Authorities within Greater 

Manchester.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/853811/IoD2019_FAQ_v4.pdf
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/downloads/Green%20Infrastructure%20Standards%20for%20England%20Summary%20v1.1.pdf
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Tackling inequalities 

Across the 4 rounds, the successful projects are located in communities in the top 

60% of deprived areas nationally (IMD 1-6). Nearly half (49%) of the projects benefit 

those in the top 10% most deprived areas (IMD 1) and 86% benefit those in the top 

30% (IMD 1-3). 

 

Figure 2. Indices of Multiple Deprivation for successful projects across all 4 rounds of 
the Green Spaces Fund 

 

Access to quality green space 

The lower the Accessible Natural Green Space Standard score, the closer the 

project is to an existing natural green space. Nearly half (49)% of projects benefit 

those areas with the least access to existing green space (score of 4 and 5). 

IMD 1
49%

IMD 2
21%

IMD 3
16%

IMD 4
9%

IMD 5
3%

IMD 6
2%

Indices of Multiple Deprivation for Successful Projects
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Figure 3. Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard score for successful projects 
across all 4 rounds of the Green Spaces Fund 

 

Spread of projects across Greater Manchester 

Of the 86 successful projects, an average of 2.75 have been awarded per 100,000 

people across Greater Manchester, with the spread relatively equal across the 10 

Local Authorities. This is set out below along with the total number of applications 

(257 in total) per Local Authority. 

1
8%

2
19%

3
24%

4
22%

5
27%

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard Score for 
Successful Projects



 
 

12 
 

 

Figure 4. Applications to the Green Spaces Fund across the Districts of Greater 
Manchester, per 100,000 people 

 

 

Figure 5. Successful projects in the Green Spaces Fund across the Districts of 
Greater Manchester, per 100,000 people 
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Aim 2: Tackling our climate and biodiversity emergency 

Overview 

In achieving this aim, the Fund seeks to: 

• Improve Greater Manchester’s green and blue spaces. 

• Tackle the climate and biodiversity emergencies. 

• Have a priority fit with priorities for nature recovery and wider environmental 

ambitions. 

Improving green and blue spaces and tackling the climate and biodiversity 

emergencies 

The improvement of green and blue spaces and how the projects contribute to the 

climate and biodiversity emergencies can be assessed through the impact the 

projects have had on local green spaces and the greening of those that has taken 

place. This is set out for the 16 projects delivered to date and the ongoing 70 

projects in the table below. 

Category Delivered to date: 

(R1 – R2) 

Proposed: 

(R1 -R4) 

Green space created (m2) 28,243 9,302 

Green space improved (m2) 374,114 184,897 

Trees planted 4,095 5,855 

Plants planted 17,920 36,892 

New features 635 1372 

 

Groups worked with their local community to identify and focus on areas which 

needed the development and maintenance of green space, for it to be enjoyed and 

accessed with ease. Project types ranged from the creation of wildflower meadows 

and mini orchards to connecting green spaces between the city centre and 

neighbouring urban communities. For many projects, the funding provided the 

opportunity to invest some much-needed time and finance into a neglected area 

which had been forgotten but held much promise for growth and engagement. 
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Priorities for nature recovery and wider environmental ambitions 

As a Greater Manchester Local Nature Recovery Strategy is published in 2025, an 

assessment will be made in future of the fit of the projects between the ambitions 

and priorities set out in that strategy. 

 

Aim 3 – Encourage and empower communities to take 

positive action for nature 

Overview 

In achieving this aim, the Fund seeks to: 

• Support opportunities for training and skills through volunteering. 

• Empower community groups to take action in their local area. 

Training and skills 

The provision of training and skills can be assessed through the reach the projects 

and their activities have had in their local communities. This is set out for the 16 

projects delivered to date and the ongoing 70 projects in the table below. 

Category Delivered to date: 

 (R1 - R2) 

Proposed: 

(R1 – R4) 

Engagement sessions 2,833 2,903 

People engaged 108,048 244,570 

People volunteering and trained 
 

4,736 4,823 

 

Empowering communities 

The focus of the Green Spaces Fund Advisors has been to work with community 

groups to engage locally and develop project proposals. This is covered in a 

subsequent section below. 

Across the 4 rounds, the winning groups are working towards securing nearly 

£1,189,707 in cash match funding and £266,963 in support in kind match funding.   

demonstrating their ability to bring in other sources of funding to support their 

projects.  
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How has the Fund been delivered? 

Application process 

The Green Spaces Fund accepts applications from registered charities, community 

benefit societies, schools and resident association organisations based in Greater 

Manchester. Awareness of the Fund been raised through the work of the Green 

Spaces Fund Advisors who have been building relationships with groups through 

networking events and site visits. This has led to their support from project 

conception to creation of the project plan and during project delivery post award of 

the funding.  Awareness has also been raised through promotional work done by the 

Greater Manchester Environment Fund. 

Each application window is open for around 6 weeks and involves the submission of 

a project proposal, with accompanying information that includes landowner 

permission for the project activity on site for the 12-month delivery period and for 

three years post-delivery, planning permission (if relevant) and a budget and activity 

plan. 

 

Lessons learned: 

• The introduction of a dedicated online application portal from Round 3 

helped to streamline the submission of applications and bid outcomes. 

• Some applicants reported the process as being too academic. If the 

fund continues in the future, learning will be gathered to evaluate if the 

application form needs to be re-designed to better appeal to target 

groups and to overcome barriers they may face. 

• A diversity monitoring form will also be introduced to measure who is 

interacting with the fund to help to inform it’s reach 

• Some groups reported issues obtaining the correct permission from 

landowners. The advisors were able to assist in making the necessary 

connections to get the relevant permissions where possible. 
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Assessment process 

The Fund operates a layered and robust assessment process to ensure the awarded 

projects are in locations of need and where there is a lack of access to green space.  

A series of eligibility and due diligence checks are carried out to ensure that the 

projects submitted meet the criteria of the Fund. 

Eligible applications received then go through three assessing stages. 

• Project locations are recorded in relation to their Index of Multiple Deprivation 

and Accessible Natural Green Space Standard. 

• The application forms are read and scored by a panel of expert assessors 

from the public, private and charitable sectors. 

• The Green Space Advisors score the submissions on how community driven 

the project is. 

The scores are combined to create an overall score which is submitted to the 

decision panel for selection. Once selected, a paper of the proposed winners is then 

presented to the Greater Manchester Environment Fund board for sign off to 

progress to the grant award. 

 

Project Award 

The winning applicants are issued with an agreement letter and contract which lays 

out the payment schedule of their grant and associated reporting process. They have 

two weeks to review, sign and return the agreement. 

Lessons learned: 

• The assessment process is resource intensive and has relied on 

volunteers from private, public and charitable sector organisations to come 

together to be part of the panel of expert assessors. 

• Should the fund continue in the future, learning from the assessment 

process will be gathered to evaluate if the process can be further 

streamlined whilst balancing this with taking a robust approach. 
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Additional due diligence checks on banking information is carried out before initial 

payments are issued. The payment plan consists of: 

• 50% of the grant issued on receipt of signed agreement. 

• 40% of the grant issued 6 months into the project once a claim report and project 

update has been submitted. 

• 10% of the grant is issued in arrears on completion of the project and the final 

claim form and project update has been submitted. 

 

Project delivery 

Winning groups have 12 months, from the point of receiving the first payment, to 

deliver their projects. The Advisors are on hand to assist with any problems arising. 

Projects go through peaks and troughs of activity which is mainly impacted by the 

seasons, e.g. tree planting season takes place between November and March. 

 

Lessons learned: 

• Many target groups are newly formed and may not be fully established 

and constituted, meaning they nominate and rely on an accountable 

body to manage their grant. 

• Similarly, some groups may not have managed project budgets before 

and may not have reserves to manage the cashflow associated with the 

payment. 

 

Lessons learned 

• Over the course of delivery, delays do occur from various issues such as 

poor weather. In some cases, an extension to the project delivery has been 

approved for groups to complete their proposed works. 

• Groups require significant amounts of support from the Green Spaces Fund 

Advisors to deliver their projects, from selecting the right plants or trees, to 

sourcing them from suppliers, to delivering the works, ongoing maintenance 

and promoting and supporting volunteering. 
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Projects also run workshops and volunteer sessions to engage with their local 

community and deliver training which contributes to the legacy of the Fund. 

Reallocation of Funds from project areas to other eligible items can happen during 

the project and groups are requested to issue any changes in writing for approval. 

Reporting 

Awardees are asked to report on their project twice over the course of the 12-

months. Five months into delivery, a halfway reporting claim form is issued to groups 

to complete and return. The claim form covers the following areas: 

• What has been achieved in this claim period? 

• Tell us about your outcomes – i.e., The difference the project has made for 

participants and the local community. 

• How does this compare with the agreed proposed programme of work? 

Eleven months into the project delivery groups are issued with a final reporting form 

which covers the same topics and also asks: 

• What was the biggest challenge in delivering this project? 

At both the halfway and final reporting stages, groups also provide updates against 

the proposed activities and budget plan, as submitted on the point of application. 

These forms record progress and challenges as well as capturing project impact and 

can help to inform on any considered changes for the Fund delivery and inform 

reporting. 

  

Lessons learned 

• The reporting process has proven to be difficult for some groups and work 

is underway to streamline this as best as possible while ensuring 

information is gathered to demonstrate the impact of the fund and ensure 

appropriate use of the funding provided.  
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How have community groups been 

supported? 

The role of the Green Spaces Fund Advisors 

The Green Spaces Fund Advisors have been building relationships with community 

groups across Greater Manchester. Each District has a dedicated Green Spaces 

Fund Advisor that has identified areas for engagement, and they have supported 

groups who are interested in the Fund about how a project can be delivered. This 

role encompasses: 

• Community outreach work to promote the Fund and generate project ideas, 

particularly targeting areas where the Fund would have the greatest impact. 

• Supporting applicants to apply, carrying our regular check-ins and meetings, 

and helping groups with their application.  

• Supporting successful groups in project delivery, helping them sustainably 

deliver their projects particularly with volunteer days and in choosing and 

sourcing capital items.  

• Supporting groups beyond the end of their project, advising, and helping them 

access new funding, sourcing volunteers and running their group/wider 

network.  

 

Impact of the Green Spaces Fund Advisors 

In addition to their work and contribution to Round 1 as mentioned earlier, they have 

increased their reach and project support as the Fund has progressed.  

When working with groups, the Green Spaces Fund Advisor team use a categorising 

method to identify those who may need the most assistance. Reasons for this can 

include levels of experience with funding applications, computer literacy and 

knowledge of project planning.  

• Bronze – these are the groups that need the least amount of assistance.  
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• Silver – these groups have some previous experience, but still require dedicated 

support.  

• Gold – these groups require the most amount of support and help throughout the 

application and delivery process.  

The Green Spaces Fund Advisors target working with gold level groups as they most 

meet the criteria of the Fund, being grassroots groups in areas where the Fund can 

have the greatest impact. Without support, many of these groups would not be in a 

position to apply nor sustainably deliver their projects.  

Across all 4 rounds 44 grass roots gold level groups have submitted an application 

thanks to the support and guidance of the Green Spaces Fund Advisors.  

As of January 2024, the Green Spaces Fund Advisors have connected and had 

contact with over 1,200 groups, indicating the demand for the Fund. This represents 

a cumulative engagement effort over the course of the Fund and includes any group 

they have had a connection with, regardless of their application status. 

Information around engagement with groups, those supported to application and 

‘Meet the Funder’ sessions for each of the 4 rounds is set out below.   

 

 

Round 2 

Engaged  213 

Supported to apply 67 

Sessions  14 

Round 4 

Engaged  188 

Supported to apply 44 

Sessions  8 

Round 1 

Engaged  285 

Supported to apply 31 

Sessions  12 

Round 3 

Engaged  104 

Supported to apply 57 

Sessions  7 
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As the Green Spaces Fund Advisor team was set up and became established, it has 

worked with an increasing number of groups. From Round 2 onwards, over 85% of 

applicants were supported by a Green Spaces Fund Advisor.  

 

Figure 6. Percentage of applications across all four rounds supported by a Green 
Spaces Fund Advisor 

More widely, the partnership of the 5 organisations has had a broader impact. The 

partnership is unique in that it brings a range of environmental organisations together 

and has strengthened their partnership working and collaboration. The model also 

enables expertise to be drawn in for the projects from each organisation, for 

example, the Royal Horticultural Society has provided horticulture training days for 

groups from Bolton and Manchester is leading the way in terms of applications to 

their Nature Parks Grants for Schools. 
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Lessons learned 

• There is a strong appetite amongst local community groups, 

particularly target groups for the fund, to be supported to engage their 

wider communities to develop and deliver the type of projects 

supported by the Fund.  

• Working with community groups in this way takes time in order to be 

sustainable and empowering and supporting them to build capacity 

does not happen overnight.  

• Some of the areas of greatest need remain unreached and further 

work is needed to work with groups in these communities.  

• There is significant interest from local businesses in supporting the 

Fund and projects, with the potential to tap into them for funding in the 

future.  

• Further work is required to understand the different barriers different 

communities and individuals may face in accessing support and in 

applying to the Fund.  

• The legacy of the projects funded, and the community groups 

themselves is important, given some groups are concerned about the 

long-term sustainability of their project and the ongoing support they 

will need to maintain what they have delivered through the Fund.  
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Next steps 

Delivery is ongoing for the extended Round 1 and Round 2, projects.  Round 3 and 

Round 4 projects are due to be complete by the beginning of 2025. Round 5 projects 

are due to start in October 2024. These groups are continuing to receive support 

from the Greater Manchester Environment Fund and Green Spaces Fund Advisors 

to help them deliver their projects and report on the impact they have had in their 

local communities, including: 

• Providing support in delivering their projects.  

• Bringing in other Green Spaces Fund Advisors and colleagues within their 

organisations, for example Sow the City supporting with food growing, Royal 

Horticulture Society supporting with horticulture, and City of Trees supporting 

with tree planting.  

• Creating and supporting a network of successful groups  

• Sharing resources and supporting groups to access other funding.  

A further report, following the format of this report, will be published once additional 

data is available from Round 3, 4 and 5 projects.  
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Case study: The GROWE Project by 

Northern Lily  

Awarded £15,000 in Round 2 

 

There’s a magical acre of land beside the Rochdale Canal in Failsworth where you 

can find beautiful meandering gardens, a thriving orchard, a handful of goats and a 

lot of smiling faces. It's called the GROWE Project, run by Northern Lily Community 

Interest Company, and it’s one of the incredible Green Spaces Fund projects that are 

bringing more accessible, nature-rich green space to Greater Manchester. 

 

  
 

Volunteers tending to the gardens at Northern Lily. Image credit: Annabelle Brittle 
 

The zen-like vibe of the GROWE Project really must be experienced first-hand so 

until you can pay them a visit, enjoy this in-depth Q&A with Victoria Holden, Director 

of Northern Lily.   
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1. What’s the backstory of your project?   

Northern Lily CIC took on a derelict site in Oldham in 2022 and, in partnership, 

created the GROWE Project. The site had lain empty for several years and required 

an incredible amount of work to make it safe and accessible.  

The orchard needed restorative pruning across its 166 trees, and the area was boggy 

and unusable for six months of the year. Many of the trees were afflicted by disease 

and needed replacement. The site consisted of overgrown fruit trees and grass 

which didn’t entice people into the space. While you could walk through it, there 

was nothing compelling enough to encourage people to stay.  

We wanted to change that, because we could see the site had a lot of potential and 

just needed some TLC. 

 

2. What did you hope to achieve with your project? To what extent have 

you been able to accomplish your goals?  

Our vision was to create a versatile space that people could use for a wide range of 

purposes. We aimed to restore the orchard, ensuring it remained fruitful for years to 

come. Additionally, we sought to enhance natural features, providing a range of 

habitats for birds, bats, amphibians, and hedgehogs. Within the orchard, we 

envisioned rest and relaxation spaces, as well as shelter to allow people to use the 

area even during heavy rain (and it does rain a lot!).   

We’ve made substantial improvements to the site, including shelters, seating, and 

natural features such as ponds, woodchip pathways and a wildflower meadow. 

These enhancements create a functional space that is open to the public and free to 

use for various community activities that connect people with nature.  

 

3. Do you have any good statistics you can share with us?   

30 new trees and over 1000 plants have been planted across the site, alongside 30 

new features like bat and bird boxes, bug hotels, ponds, a wildflower meadow, a 

hügelkultur seating area and a forest school shelter.  



 
 

26 
 

So far, we’ve hosted 35 events at the project, showing people of all ages how to 

grow, harvest and preserve food, make compost, learn sustainable gardening 

techniques, prune and take care of the orchard, graft new fruit trees, enjoy cooking 

and eating together, and discover nature.  

We’ve also hosted 10 employer volunteer days with Dentsu UK, First Choice Homes 

Oldham, Connelly’s, and Bupa over the last 12 months, with over 250 volunteers 

giving their time and skills to help improve the space.      

Over 1000 people have been involved across all the activities on site over the last 12 

months. 

Before & After – Bare grass in the orchard transformed into a wildlife pond. Image 

credits: Victoria Holden and Annabelle Brittle 

 

4. What has been the biggest impact that your project has had?   

The project has been impactful in many ways, which is amazing to witness. For 

example, the orchard’s productivity has significantly improved through restorative 

pruning and replacing trees in partnership with The Orchard Project. This has 

restored the orchard to its original purpose: providing food for the local community.  
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Speaking of which, it’s had a massive impact in terms of community engagement. 

The project attracts a diverse range of people and local groups. People of all ages, 

abilities, cultures and walks of life access the space from across Greater 

Manchester. Our site hosts numerous weekly activities, such as gardening, training 

workshops, community events, holiday activities, forest school sessions, bike riding, 

and goat therapy. The feedback from site users has been overwhelmingly positive.  

We’ve noticed a particular impact on children and young people. When they visit, 

they’re often reluctant to put down their devices at first. However, after a short time, 

they become fully engaged and love playing in nature. They explore the site, build 

dens, discover bugs and worms, and generally behave like happy kids. Many don’t 

want to go home and exhibit a remarkable transformation from overstimulated to 

calm in a matter of hours. 

 

5. How has the funding from the Green Spaces Fund aided your project? 

Would you recommend it to others?  

The Green Spaces Fund has been incredible, not only helping us to restore the 

community orchard, add natural features and create habitats for wildlife, but also 

providing networking opportunities, great events and the expert advice of Nina, our 

Green Spaces advisor.   

This has led to collaborative work with other Green Spaces groups and connected 

like-minded people who want aid nature conservation and community development 

in urban areas of Greater Manchester. 

 

6. What advice would you give to a group in Greater Manchester who 

wanted to launch their own Green Spaces Fund project?   

Go for it! The Green Spaces Fund has helped us achieve our goals and connected 

us to groups across Greater Manchester. Make the most of the Green Spaces 

advisor for your area (ours was the amazing Nina Agnew) from the application stage 

and throughout your project - their support and guidance is invaluable!   
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Testimonials 

Several groups have provided their feedback and captured responses from people 

who have engaged with and been involved in their projects. The positive impact of 

this fund is undeniable and it's so encouraging to hear from those who have 

benefitted first hand from the Fund. 

Little Green Social Spaces delivered by My Coldhurst 

Awarded £15,000 in Round 2 

 

Copyright: My Coldhurst 

 

 “The difference to the community has been remarkable.  Residents have 

taken ownership of where they live and really improved it for current and 

future generations.'' 
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Peace Garden delivered by Supporting Sisters 

Awarded £25,440 in Round 2 

 

 Copyright: Supporting Sisters 

 

 

  

“Our project has facilitated the achievement of every goal we have intended 

and aimed to achieve. Through hard work, dedication and the efforts of 

volunteers, members of our community and the GMP, we were able to 

transform a previously neglected and abandoned plot of land into a thriving 

garden area welcoming all individuals of the community.”.   
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Green Hub delivered by Station South 

Awarded £28,456 in Round 2 

 

Copyright: Station South 

 

“The entire site is now buzzing with wildlife as the diverse wildlife friendly planting, 

introduction of a range of habitats and nature focussed management are having a real 

impact.” 
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The Secret Garden Allotment delivered by Back O The 

Moss Community Centre 

Awarded £11,749 in Round 2 

 

Copyright: Back O Moss Community Centre 

 

“It has brought neighbours together that had never previously met, 

old and young working together, a place where children who don’t 

have a garden, now have a place to explore and learn about 

nature and growing food.’’ 

 


